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1699 Bay of Saint Louis 
Explored by Bienville 
Expedition

1803 Louisiana Purchase, 
1812 Statehood -  Hancock 
County Created

1861 Civil war 
devastates the south
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TIMeLIne SuMMary oF Bay SaInT LouIS HISTory

Era of European 
exploration begins.

Bridge built across the 
Bay in 1927~12,000 b.c to 1500 a.d. 

First nations (Paleo-Indian 
Culture, Archaic Culture, 
and the Plaquemine and 
Mississippi Cultures

1798 Mississippi Territory 
Created.

Area annexed to the United 
States

Bay St. Louis grows as a coastal 
resort area.

1980 BSL National Register 
Historic District established

2005 Hurricane Katrina 
devastates the area

Bay St. Louis initiates 
new planning to 
capture its potential 
as the premier 
coastal city. 




